
Grindelwald – Jungfraujoch – May 21st
I woke up at 06:00 in Grindelwald on May 21st. Grindelwald has a base altitude of 3,500 feet.

In the mountains, the first question that springs to mind is the weather. The Web reported a 

temperature of 4 Celsius and forecast cloud and rain all day. I have learned to be very suspicious of 

mountain weather forecasts, but several different sources reported the same thing. So, I doubted 

that I needed to take sun block with me. Equally, I thought that I would probably have to look back 

at photos from previous trips.

When stationed in Lahr, Schwarzwald I had taken skiing trips to Lauterbrunnen, Grindelwald and 

Wengen.

We had breakfast starting at 07:30 and then took a five minute walk to the train station at 08:45 hrs. 

At 09:17 the cog railway took us down to Grund and then up to the mid-point at Kleine Scheidegg.

From the outset I had a GPS problem in that the film in the train windows that cuts down glare also 

totally blocked the GPS signal. The only thing that worked was the altimeter since that derives its 

data from barometric pressure.

The photography was a bust as it was all clagged in.

We got to Kleine Scheidegg at 6,773 feet GPS indicated in fogged-in conditions and light snow. So, I 

got no photos worthy of mention.

Very quickly we transferred to the second cog railway that would take us up to the Jungfraujoch 

(Virgin Yoke) – there is a Vee-shaped notch that the locals thought looked like an ox yoke.

This second railway tunnels upwards through the Eiger and Moench to the base of the Jungfrau.

Within a few hundred metres the windows were fogged up at 7,500 feet in cloud, with a resultant 

zero visibility.

We bored upwards passing through stations named Eigergletscher (Eiger Glacier), Eigerwand (Eiger 

Wall) and Eismeer (Ice Sea) before hitting the top at Junfraujoch, at an elevation of 11,333 feet. The 

peak of the Jungfrau itself is at 13,642 feet.

On the way up we stopped for five minutes at 9,400 at Eigerwand, but the viewing window revealed 

only white cloud. The second five minute stop at Eismeer had the same zero visibility.

We got to the top at 11:01 and tried the look outs, both internal and external, but there was hardly 

anything to see or photograph.

The group did “The Tour” of exhibits laid out internally in a tunnel complex and I got some “been 

there” shots.

When we tried to get our return train our reserve seats had been swarmed by several groups of 

Asians. So the group had to break and grab whatever spaces that could be found. This is a Tour 

Manager’s nightmare as all control had been lost.

The ride back down starting at 12:40 was less exciting than a ride on any metropolitan subway as 



there was nothing to see. About 90% of the journey up and down is in a tunnel.

Starting at breakfast, I made sure I drank a lot of water to combat altitude sickness and fared well.

We were back at Kleine Scheidegg by 13:20 and took over the BOB (Bern Oberland Bahn) Stube at 

the train station. I had been there in September 2004 and we had exactly the same meal.

We took the 15:00 train down the mountain to Grund and I struggled to get something for the 

photographic record.

From Grund we took the short trip back up to Grindelwald. In light rain I wandered into the 

commercial section of the town.

In the local COOP, a supermarket chain, I found a fridge magnet for 3.30 francs. In my neck purse I 

only had 3.10 francs. That is the sort of day it had been.

Having had a disappointing day, and having committed the cardinal sin of “going back”, I returned 

to the hotel to do my usual cavalry routine.

We have another full dinner at 19:00 hrs and more food is not what I want or need. This has been a 

real porker trip. The real problem is that I have paid for everything up front and meals at this sort of 

hotel are not cheap.

Perhaps May 22nd will be a bit better.

Return to 2013 Photos    http://www.ironsides.net/IronTrip/2013_Photos.htm
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