
May 15th – Italy
Standing outside the hotel early on May 15th, I noticed once again how much Europeans are space-

deprived.

We started from Lugano, Switzerland at 08:45, with a few drops of rain, as we had a critical ferry to 

catch at Como, Italy and our driver wanted some extra time in case we ran into traffic jams again.

On the way out of town I noticed a vineyard clinging to the lower slopes.  We dodged any traffic 

problems.

By 09:15 we had crossed the border into Italy. After driving down a dead end clearly marked with a 

NO BUSSES sign, we finally got sorted out. We got close as close as possible to the ferry in Como. 

We walked the last few hundred metres.

We boarded a ferry that had been constructed in 1953, and departed at 10:00 hrs. As we left the 

dock a floating garbage skimmer rounded the breakwater.

Once we got out onto Lake Como the wind picked up. My jacket went on and I wondered if the girls 

wearing short shorts and open toed sandals regretted their clothing choice.

I had done this cruise several years before so I just took a few photos to document the trip. This 

voyage was the milk run with 12 stops between Como and Bellagio. For some reason I was reminded 

of a vaporetto in Venice.

By the time we got as far as George Clooney’s house in the Urio area, it started to rain. Lake Como is 

in the shape of an inverted Y and we were headed to the fork at Bellagio.

We arrived in Bellagio at noon, but there was some confusion as to which hotel was serving our 

lunch. It turned out to be the Metropole, the same one as my last trip.

The lunch was pretty much the same as the day before, Ossobuco di vitello, except we had potatoes 

instead of rice.

After lunch I wandered around under gloomy skies. Bellagio is a total tourist trap with nothing I 

need.

At 15:30 we gathered for the trip back to the western side of the lake. By 16:00 we were bouncing off 

Varenna under rain and made it to Menaggio by 16:15. There our coach was waiting and we had a 

gloomy wet ride back to Lugano.

Our total trip distance for the day was 109.2 kms.

We had dinner at the hotel at 19:00 hrs. Would you believe it was Ossobuco di vitello yet again? 

Then we received our marching orders for our departure from the hotel on May 16th. We were going 

through the mountains to St Moritz.

[Note:   In Switzerland,  in order to buy a SIM card for your telephone, you have to present your 

passport.  I think that this is a counter-terrorism control]
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