
Poznan-Torun – May 28th
I woke up at 03:30 in the hotel in Breslau. There was one very noisy rain storm.

Thereafter, we followed the 06:00 wake up, bags and breakfast at 06:30 and wheels rolling at 07:30 

routine.

We started in rain at 11 Celsius. The whole of Europe is stuck in rotten weather.

As we drive you can see the results of 40 years of communism. Property is in rotten shape because 

people did not maintain that which they did not own.

The Polish road network is very weak. It can in no way support 40 million people in a modern 

economy.

Poland still dreams of adopting the Euro in 2015/15. Why they want to do that is beyond me. Prices 

will double – that is the record in other adopting countries.

Today we travelled to the region of ‘Wielkopolska’, considered to be the birthplace of Poland in the 

tenth century.

At 08:05 I spotted Bambiski, but failed to get the photo.

So far this tour has concentrated on what Poland WAS, as opposed to what it IS. If this continues, I 

will leave Poland without knowing much about the current situation. My guess is that the economy 

is now flat – has made huge gains since throwing off communism, but is now stagnating.

This terrain was obviously once a sea bed. It is very flat and militarily totally indefensible. Any 

strong point would be immediately outflanked by armoured forces. The rules of sea warfare would 

apply – do not hold ground, destroy the enemy force.

Movement on Poland’s roads is very slow. We rarely get up to 80 kph.

I keep seeing what I think are Russian gas pipeline feeds. The Tour Manager has yet to brief on 

Poland’s energy sources.

The farm land is very rich and I can readily understand the Nazi lust for Lebensraum.

I got a great photo of a stork in a field.

So far I have concluded that Poland is not a place. Rather, it is a state of mind. Mostly, it is where the 

Polish language lives. Equally, there is no way to separate the Catholic Church from the Polish 

people.

Poland has received a lot of subsidies from the European Union to develop road and rail 

infrastructure.

Every Polish city now has a chain of modern shopping centres on the outskirts. This has all 

happened since 1991. The question remains, who can afford to buy? The average Polish family is 

struggling to make ends meet.

We stopped in Poznan to explore the old market square. Unfortunately, it was raining so it became 

another acronym – ABTS – Town Square. I took the photos, but …. I found shelter in a modern 



shopping plaza, and more importantly, free toilets.

After my lunch of an apple, we continued on a three hour non-stop drive to the lower Vistula valley 

and the town of Torun, birthplace of astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus. Torun was founded by the 

Teutonic knights 1233, and it is now a UNESCO World Heritage site. Torun is famous for 

gingerbread.

In the pouring rain, starting at 16:45, we did a one hour fifteen minute walking tour of the Old 

Town. On a nice day it would have been most enjoyable. I did my best taking photos from beneath 

my brolly.

At 19:00 we had a nice included chicken meal in the hotel. This four star hotel was once a Prussian 

military barracks controlling this stretch of the Vistula. Pretty swank four star barracks.

We are up at 06:00 on May 29th.
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