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We started out at 09:00 hrs from the yucky hotel strip in Marracech. It could be any tourist trap in 

the world – a sterile box.

Many of us had queasy stomachs. It was a dull, overcast day and quite cool. My fault – I had put on 

sunblock.

We drove past the La Mimonia hotel that Churchill had loved and used as a base when he painted.

By 09:07 we were at the New Gate to the Medina. We started walking and the hawkers pounced. 

Seville orange trees provided decoration but their fruit is only good for marmalade.

We had a group photo using waterman as props. They look like walking lampshades.

We passed a new mosque that replaced one that had not been correctly aligned with Mecca.

By 09:35 we entered the Kasbah and by 09:45 we were at the Jewish Herbalist. This was a pressure 

selling session that I did not appreciate at all. According to this saleswoman, she had a lotion or 

potion to fix every ailment under the sun.

During the sales pitch I was able to fix one woman’s camera that refused to focus. I discovered that 

the SAVE function had jammed the SD card. The solution was to take out the battery, then the SD 

card and replace both so it could reboot. Fixed.

Then we walked the narrow streets through the market. It was Friday and prayers were approaching 

so it was winding down. The charcoal seller was doing a brisk business as people stocked up for 

Wednesday’s feast.

There were several women beggars sitting in the narrow passageway.

I watched a vendor swishing away flies with a wand - made me feel a bit ill.

At 11:00 we were in the Spice Market and the smells were wonderful.

The Bahia Palace was the final stop. I have seen too many palaces and this was not one of the best.
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We were supposed to spend an hour in the square looking at snake charmers, monkey men, dancers 

etc. Half of us chose to go back to the hotel.

I skipped lunch due to my delicate stomach and wrote blogs.

At 19:30 we gathered for drinks and had dinner in the hotel.
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