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Wake up was 06:30, Bags and breakfast at 07:00 and the coach was rolling at 08:00 hrs.

Casablanca is the second largest city in North Africa, Cairo being bigger. Casablanca has a 

population of six million and is the economic centre of the country.

The French arrived in 1912 and Casablanca has a decidedly French flavour. The Moroccans won 

their independence from both the French and the Spanish in November,1956. There have been three

rulers since: Mohammed V, Hassan II and Mohammed VI. Before independence, the colours of the 

existing flag were reversed. Morocco now has a population of 36 million, just slightly more than 

Canada.

We saw men dressed in red indicating that they were water sellers. There was little traffic in 

Casablanca on Sunday. We saw tram tracks that are only two years old. We passed a huge park full 

of imported ficus trees to provide shade.

Our first stop was at the third largest mosque in the world. The Hassan the Second mosque was built

between 1987 and 1993 by 12,500 workers. On the top of the minaret were the three balls 

representing the Jewish, Christian and Muslim religions that had roots in the Book of Abraham. 

This huge structure can handle 250,000 worshippers. The roof of the Prayer Hall even opens up to 

provide air.

Then we passed the Casbah (fortress) with cannon that overlooked the place where the Battle of the 

Three Kings was fought in 1578. The Portuguese king was killed.

We visited the mausoleum of Mohammed V, the entry gate guarded by two mounted ceremonial 

guards. We were allowed to take photos inside. There was the one central marble tomb and two 

smaller ones in opposite corners. There were ceremonial guards watching.

Mohammed VI has been king since 1999. He is promoting stability by providing infrastructure that 

creates jobs, but for urban and rural populations. The country now manufactures cars and aircraft. 

Morocco has no oil reserves, but it is the largest exporter of phosphates. It has huge reserves.
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Mining of minerals is important. Fifty percent of people are employed in agricultural output and a 

lot of work is done by hand to provide jobs, even though machinery could be used in some cases. 

There is a large fishing industry on both the Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts. Trxtiles are also 

important. Increasingly tourism is providing employment. But, more hotels are needed to handle 

the expected demand.

While Berbers make up 60% of the population, there does not appear to be a written Berber 

language and so only Arabic and French are the official languages. All signage is in these two.

By 10:30 we were entering Rabat, the capital, seat of government, universities and 95 embassies. 

Rabat dates from the twelfth century. There is a Parliament with an Upper and Lower House. We 

drove around the huge King’s Palace but there is little to see due to the high walls.

Tanger was the Roman capital of Mauritania. Tanger guarded the Gates of Hercules. From 

Mauritania came the name Morocco. The existing country of Mauritania must be a leftover.

Driving past the casbah of Rabat, that is on the heights dominating the river, we drove down to the 

river for a short stop to photograph the fortress commanding the entrance into the river. Small 

fishing boats made for good photos.

Then we stopped for lunch at the equivalent of a fast food joint. We were all served in thirty minutes.

In the adjoining food supermarket live sheep and goats were on sale for the feast that comes up in 

three days. You buy your animal by the kilo and then it is your job to do what is required. You should

donate one quarter to the poor.

After lunch we passed a huge cork forest. Most of the cork is used for corks, but some is used by the 

Russians in their Arctic pipelines.

We drove for about ninety minutes and by 14:30 we were in Meknes. This city started with the 

Berbers in the eleventh century. On the roadside pomegranates were for sale.

We visited the Medina (walled city) and its mosque. We learned that there is live wool, used to make 

carpets, and dead wool used to stuff cushions and mattresses.

Then we had a drive to the hotel in Fes. At 19:00 we drove into town for a welcome dinner in a 

fourteenth century house. At the dinner four musicians played Arab music, then we had a musician 

and finally a belly dancer.
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I am finishing off this blog quite exhausted. The day was just too much after the gruelling flights.

Tomorrow it will be 31 Celsius.
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