
Jordan Day 6 – Dead Sea – Bethany – Mount 
Nebo – Madaba
Day J6 – Oct 19 – Dead Sea – Bethany – Mount Nebo – Madaba

We stopped in Madaba to visit St George’s Church, which houses a mosaic map of the Holy Land. 

From Mount Nebo, Moses saw the Promised Land. Christians believe Jesus was baptized by John 

the Baptist at Bethany Beyond the Jordan.

We had been warned that it might rain and that we should bring a jacket as it would be cool at 

altitude. Ha! Fortunately I had slathered on sun block. It had rained in Amman but the weather was 

totally different at the Dead Sea.

My GPS was reporting the hotel as being 1,295 BELOW sea level. That correctly indicated that it was

on the side of a hill and that it was quite a hike down to the beach. 

From the hotel it is 5.5 kms line of sight to where the Jordan River empties into the Dead Sea. That 

is the border with Israel.

We actually departed at 09:13 instead of 09:00 – a consistent problem. Nine people did not come 

today, and some failed to tell the Tour Manager.

Mar-Apr and Oct-Nov are the best times to visit the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is 79 kms long and 16-

18 kms wide.

Australia and New Zealand both export mutton to Jordan at a subsidized price.

A Bedouin goat herd found the Dead Sea scrolls when looking for a lost goat.

Salt, Potash and Bromide are extracted from the Dead Sea. Two million tons of potash annually.

At 09:31 we were at the parking lot of the Bethany Beyond the Jordan baptism site seeking 

permission to approach the border. It was granted. As we went through the check points along the 

fenced area, I realized that the fire pits were directed backwards against the Bedouin encampment 

rather than at Israel.

The peace treaty with Israel of 1984 permitted excavation to begin in 1998. We were going to visit 
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excavated churches very close to the Jordan River. I could see Jericho, where I got stopped by an 

Israeli paratrooper in 1968. He would not let me follow the tank tracks of the Six Day War into the 

town.

At 09:45 we were allowed off the bus to look at the excavations. They were located on a branch of the

Jordan that was so narrow you could pole vault across. In summer this area is 125-130 Fahrenheit 

and full of mosquitoes – in biblical times it was malarial.

At 10:10 we were at the Bethany baptism site. There were five churches as follows: Theodosius AD 

530, Antonius AD 570, Arcultus AD 570, Epiphanius AD 754, and Daniel AD 1107.

The whole site was surrounded by Tamarisk trees. The monks lived in caves hacked out of the cliff 

face to give protection against predating wolves and hyenas.

At 10:25 we visited the Greek Orthodox church built by a wealthy Russian woman starting in 1993 – 

it was consecrated in 2003.

Then we walked right down to the Jordan River where there was a modern day baptism site for 

pilgrim tourists. On the Israeli side was a soldier with a rifle and tourists dressed in white robes who 

were immersing themselves in the river. We had a Jordanian soldier on our bank. All was pretty 

relaxed. The river was about thirty feet wide and is the actual border.

At 11:00 we drove off to Mount Nabo. This is where Moses came at the end of his life to see the 

promised land. As we climbed up out of the valley, a kid threw a rock at the coach windshield. We 

stopped, the policeman got off and the father spanked the boy.

Mount Nabo was registering as 2,172 feet ASL. There is a major restoration project on a fourth 

century BC church. In the valley below we could see the Moses Spring Valley where Moses struck the

ground with his stick and water welled up.

Among others, Danes have been excavating Mount Nabo’s 700 finds. The village itself dates from 

the second century BC to the third century AD.

There is a mosaic that dates from 531 AD that we could not view. It is the best in Jordan.

The two Gulf Wars have increased the cost of living in Jordan. A litre of regular gasoline costs $1.50
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We then visited a mosaic workshop that had been established with technical assistance from 

Italians. The process is quite intriguing, it being done upside-down. The pattern is traced on cloth. 

Then the tiny pieces of actual stone are cut or snipped to size and glued onto the cloth using a flour 

and water paste. When the pattern is complete the work is transferred to a metal frame where it is 

cemented in place permanently. The piece is then immersed in water to dissolve the flour and paste 

glue. The completed creation is then put out in the sun so the bonding can cure. There was a huge 

display room of finished product. I splurged and bought a Bedouin fridge magnet for $1.50

At 13:25 we drove to the town of Madaba. First we visited the Virgin Mary church and then St 

George’s church (ABCs),

At 14:40 we were released to shop or eat lunch. I walked the ‘trinkets and trash’ street and ate a 

water sandwich.

At 15:30 we drove back to the hotel, where I walked down the manicured complex to look at the 

Dead Sea and to take the mandatory photos.

Satisfied, I went back to my room to do several backups to minimize photo loss.

At 19:15 I had the buffet dinner. This trip had neither a Welcome or Farewell Dinner, even though 

that was what was indicated in the brochure.

The total trip distance recorded was 1,138 kms.

I took my bag down at 23:15 and ten of us left for the airport at 23:45 for my 02:55 flight to 

Frankfurt. Our departure form the hotel was delayed for 15 minutes because the tour company had 

two passengers booked for the wrong departure transfer.

It was about a forty-five minute drive to Queen Alia airport. We had been told that the tour company

rep would be on hand to help us – did not happen. The Lufthansa flight did not start boarding until 

the supposed departure time – the catering truck was late. Miraculously, I managed to sleep for 

almost all the flight. I had popped melatonin as I went down the flyway. I vaguely remember having 

an omelette breakfast on the plane.

We landed in Frankfurt almost on schedule at 06:30 and we transferred to the terminal via bus. 

Then I had to wait quite a while before my onward flight was posted indicating a B concourse gate. I 

went through security.
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I cruised the Duty Free and found some Irish Whiskey that used up most of my twenty Euro budget. 

Then I spotted the Air Canada Lounge and used one of my passes to gain access. The WiFi was free, 

so I did e-mail and updated the blog.

Air Canada provided my second light breakfast – so civilized.

My flight to Toronto departed at 10:00 hrs, for a 12:15 Sunday arrival.

In Toronto I was quite surprised to see that the leaves had not really changed colour as much as I 

had expected.  I also noted that Toronto is a beautiful city.

I am going to enjoy the beautiful autumn colours in a country that has lots of fresh water.
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