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I woke up at 06:30 to the roaring sound of jet engines lifting a plane off the San Jose Airport. I had 

slept nine and a half hours indicating that the Guatemalan trip tired me out more than I realized. So,

I can recommend the Holiday Inn as a quite place to hide in transit.

Peering through the palm trees outside my room, I saw bright sunlight shining on the swimming 

pool.

I had no bottled water so I ran tap water through the coffee machine three times hoping that would 

kill any bugs. The coffee was so strong that it would have sent them into caffeine spin dry anyway.

Basically I had the morning to kill. My major decision was when to have buffet breakfast in the hotel 

lobby. It was served from 06:00 to 10:00 hrs. I finally went down at 09:00 and had several items to 

cover the fact that I would miss lunch.

The bright sunny day attracted me to the swimming pool to take some “selfies”.

The weather forecast predicted a sunny high of 28′C or 82′F – not bad for late November! The 

altitude is 1,170 metres or 3,840 feet.

Watching CNN, I was reminded that November 22nd was the day JFK was assassinated in Dallas. I 

was in my third year at The Royal Military College in Kingston, Ontario in 1963.

I took the 11:30 shuttle back to the airport to meet up with the Caravan representative. The rep 

loaded me onto a transfer to take me downtown to the Intercontinental San Jose, where the group 

would stay for two nights.

The Caravan Tour Manager greeted me in the lobby and the hotel check-in guy gave me a freebie 

WIFi password based on my Caravan status.

On CNN, Tim Berners-Lee, who basically invented the World Wide Web, said he thinks that the 

Internet is threatened by government use of surveillance.

I had some spare time so I took out the ironing board, sprinkled my clothes with water and 
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refreshed my wardrobe with the steam iron – cheap and fast, ‘dry cleaning’.

On reflection, I think the main things I learned in the Army that are useful as a tourist were how to 

iron, polish boots and read a map. But, when travelling with groups it helps that I know a great deal 

about group dynamics, people management and the army discipline helps when it all hits the fan – I 

tend to remain calm and go squirrelly only after things have been sorted out.

I should mention a trick I use. Whenever I put my passport and other valuables in the room lock up, 

I stream three feet of surveyor’s fluorescent tape from the lock up door out into the room. That tends

to prevent leaving your stuff behind as the coach drives away.

By 17:00 the cloud base had dropped to the top of hotel. Basically, the lights went out. I checked the 

AccuWeather application on my iPad and it said the sun was shining brightly in San Jose.

At 19:00 the 45 member met for dinner. The meal was not memorable, except that I met a person 

from Madison, Wisconsin who is going to be my seat mate for eight road days. This will mean 

something to two people I know.

Then at 20:00 we moved into a conference room for a detailed briefing on the whole trip. Tye bad 

news is we have to be in the lobby at 07:10 on 23 Nov ready to roll and that we have to have rain 

gear.
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