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Day 12: Cape Girardeau, MO

I really like the HOHO system. We have three coaches that belong to the American Queen. The 

coaches follow us from town to town, The night before we arrive at a port a map is made available 

showing the coach route and the planned stops in town, There is a machine that passengers use to 

reserve a start time on the coach. A coach leaves the start point every fifteen minutes and drives the 

whole circuit back to the start point. Passengers get off at the planned stops where AQ has already 

paid any admission fee. I have been choosing to walk the route when distances are not too great just 

to get some exercise. I think this is a very clever system as the individual can choose the start time 

and which venues they want to visit.

We were scheduled to arrive at Cape Girardeau at 10:00 but when I went on deck at 07:00 we were 

already tied up. Earlier the Captain had said there was a lot of water in the Ohio and it was flowing 

quickly.

Last night the Ohio had been very wide. This morning we were in the Mississippi and it was 

relatively narrow and I could smell it. Just beyond the 25 feet high floodwall there was a sign on a 

brick wall advertising Coke at 3 and 5 cents.

The 1927 flood of the Mississippi resulted in the Jadum Plan to build a system of levees and 

floodwalls to control the river from Cap Girardeau to the Gulf.

The 7,210 foot floodwall was constructed from 1956 to 1964. There were 1,110 feet feet of murals, 

which were good but not the best we have seen.

There have been so many beautiful bridges on this route, from suspension to cable stay and 

combinations of both.

I went to the Disembarkation Briefing at 09:00 hrs. Bottom Line was bag out before midnight and 

out of the cabin at 08:00. I have booked an excursion for St Louis that will dump me and my bag at 

the airport.

From 10:30 to 11:30 I watched the video on the construction of the American Queen. The aim was to

build the biggest paddle wheel steamboat. The stern paddle wheeler is uniquely American. The boats

were Victorian excess, Steamboat Gothic.



It took 550 workers to construct the American Queen around the steam engines recovered from the 

dredge Kennedy which was retired in 1932.

The paddle wheel is the largest ever built and weighs 50 tons. The AQ was launched in 1995 and has 

become the American Time Machine.

The original stacks, with fancy falutes, were 70 feet tall. They were subsequently shortened to 50 

feet. In earlier days the best cabins were on top, closest to the falutes. So those passengers were 

high-falutin’.

At the Red House, built by a French Canadian, I was told that the unique feature was that the fur 

trappers built their log houses with the logs vertical. The two volunteers were clothed in period dress

and posed for a photo.

The next stop on the circuit was the Glenn house of the 1883.. The pattern was clear. The big 

mansions were all on the top of the hill away from the flood plain. The volunteer told me the 

businesses located on the low land because they had to handle the river traffic. They simply knew 

they were going to get flooded and lived with it.

It was so hot that I started feeling dizzy. I had experienced this many times before and I concluded 

the temperature was about 90 F. So, I cut short my walk and went back to the boat.

I had oyster and artichoke bisque soup for lunch.

I decided to go back out at 14:00 and found the walk uphill quite demanding. I was deliberately 

walking the main business district. I already knew that I was going to find it going out of business. 

This is the pattern in the river front business cores.

Once again I walked by many different churches of different denominations, some of which I have 

never heard of before. I also figured out how to pronounce New Orleans, namely

“N’ Orlans”.

I made it to the local food store and bought some dental floss. I dropped by the museum and spent 

some quality time. The local volunteers are very passionate about their subjects.

Almost back to the boat I saw the best sign in ages. The local watering hole was named “Rufus 

Mudsucker’s Liquid Lounge”.

Dinner was sliced roast beef, beans and carrots with creole Dijon.



The Showtime tonight was Phil Westbrook paying tribute to Frank Sinatra.

I watched the last part of “Gone With The Wind” in my cabin. I have always regarded the first fifty 

pages of Margaret Mitchell’s novel as some of the finest writing. Her ability to paint a picture using 

words is absolute perfection.

We sailed all night to Chester, Illinois.
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