
Henderson, KY – Aug 18th
Day 10: Henderson, KY

We were tied up by the time I woke up. We were in our normal nose into the levee. This levee sloped 

up gently to a height of 64 feet above the river. I had a light and early breakfast.

I walked off the boat and within a hundred yards a local started talking to me. His drawl was very 

pronounced. While we were talking a train headed by five locomotives went over the bridge near our

mooring. The freight train was incredibly long.

I took the 09:00 HOHO out to the Audubon State Park, some six kms distant. On the way, the local 

guide gave us some background.

The town of Henderson was a planned community. Henderson was a land scheme. The land was 

purchased from the Indians. The town was laid out with streets wide enough to act as fire breaks. 

Then twenty original investors bought plots.

Henderson grew tobacco and by the mid-nineteenth century it was the largest dark tobacco exporter

to Great Britain. Large houses in town are testament to this wealth.

John James Audubon lived here for a few years in the early 1800s.

The very unlucky Admiral Kimble came from Henderson. He was the unfortunate one to carry the 

can for the Pearl Harbor disaster.

The Audubon Park was created by the CCC and PWA between 1933 and 1941. I regard the CCC as 

one of the most successful government programs ever. It put 2.5 unemployed men aged 18 to 25 to 

work at $30 a month, $25 of which was sent back to the parents. The spin off effects at the 

community level did much to break the Depression. When the US went to war in 1941 it had a huge 

pool of disciplined young men.

Audubon’s life story is rather depressing. Basically all he wanted to do was study nature, but that did

not put bread on the table.

I was not allowed to take photos so I did not stay long. I did try for photos of the local 

hummingbirds.

On the way back to the boat I stopped off at the Rite Aid and found a stylus for the iPad at 50% off. 



The local service station was selling gas at $ 3.38 a gallon. When I lived in Chicago in 1995 it was $ 

1.14 a gallon.

Back on the coach the local guide told us that Mammoth Caves was the second largest tourist 

attraction after Niagara Falls. Mammoth Caves has 336 miles of cave trails. By the way, where they 

create vast quantities of bourbon, Bourbon County is dry.

The temperature and humidity climbed with the temperature topping out at 86 F.

In one of his River Chat series, Travis told us that the John Wagner bought the American Queen out 

of bankruptcy from the US Marine Administration in Aug 2011 for $15.5 million. The refurbishment 

cost $ 8 million.

In the 2012 season the vessel had an 80% occupancy rate.

At 15:30 Bill Weimuth gave a brilliant lecture on the Louisiana Purchase. Louisiana comes from 

King Louis and Queen Anna of France. Three eighths of US cargo was going through the Port of New

Orleans. But the US did not own it.

In 1801 President Jefferson learned that Spain had transferred ownership of Louisiana to France. 

Napoleon closed the port for a short time. Jefferson dispatched James Monroe with the two million 

dollars Congress had appropriated to buy New Orleans. Privately, Jefferson told Monroe he could 

spend as much as ten million.

In 1803 Great Britain declared war on France. Napoleon was in debt. As the negotiations proceeded 

the French suggested that the US might want to buy not only New Orleans, but the whole Louisiana 

Territory. The French wanted 22.5 million. On May 2nd Livingstone and Monroe signed for 15 

million.

The US had to borrow the extra money from Dutch and British banks. The debt was paid off in 

twenty years.

On July 4th, 1803 President Jefferson told the stunned nation that the size of the country had 

doubled.

The evening show was billed as “Hooray for Hollywood”. Well the show just plain did not work for 

me – too much belting. I left early and went on deck to watch the night navigation. To my horror I 

saw millions of bugs in the searchlight beam.
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