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When I got out of bed at 06:30 we were already moored. There is no dock, just a wide gently sloping 

paved ramp. It reminds me of somewhat of Manaus on the Amazon. We are nose onto the bank right

outside the Red Sox stadium.

Founded in 1778, it was originally named Losantiville. It was renamed after the Roman hero 

Cincinnatus. With the arrival of the steamboat in 1811, Cincinnati became a bustling port with 

packet boats moving passengers and freight up and down the Ohio. The completion of the Miami 

and Erie Canal between Cincinnati and Toledo allowed the city to expand to 115,000 by 1850.

Many of the citizens claim German heritage, making Octoberfest a major event. Other celebrations 

include A Taste of Cincinnati, Riverfest – jazz, and Tall Stacks – steamboats.

Cincinnati was the first city with a full-time fire department and the first to use steam fire engines. It

also claimed the first regular professional baseball team, the Cincinnati Red Stockings. The Bengals 

are part of the National Football League. The Queen City now boasts a population of 350,000 

persons.

I had a light breakfast on the Front Porch deck. The sun was shining brightly, even though It was a 

bit cool in the early morning. The rest of the US to the south and east continues to suffer from 

drenching rain, but we have been spared.

My tour started at 09:15 and I turned on my new Oregon 650 GPS to capture the whole route. The 

first stop was near the Mount Adams observatory, which was once the most powerful in the US. 

From the lookout we took photos of the river. By the way, this is a half way point on the Ohio.

After transiting the old neighbourhood of Eden Park, that is being rejuvenated to million dollar 

home status, we were in the downtown looking at the world headquarters of Proctor & Gamble. One 

hundred and seventy five years ago the brothers-in-law founded the company. P&G sponsored the 

first “soap operas”.

We drove by a parked “Graeters Ice Cream” truck – it has the highest fat content in the world.

We had a half hour stop at the Art Deco former Union Terminal built for $42 million between 1925 

and 1935 in 1931 as the last of the great railroad stations. It was renovated in 1987 and now houses 



several museums, but one AMTRAK train departs for Chicago each day.

Then we crossed the river into Covington, Kentucky. It was settled between 1860 to 1880 by 

Germans. Oktoberfest is a big event. Covington figured in the Underground Railway providing safe 

houses for escaping slaves trying to cross the river into the free state of Ohio.

We stopped for half an hour at St Mary’s Basilica. This church has stained glass windows and 

wooden carvings that were imported from Germany. The main vertical window is probably the 

biggest single stained glass window I have ever seen.

We saw the Robbling suspension bridge, which was the prototype for the Brooklyn bridge, and then 

drove over the Licking River into Newport. Sin City was established in 1795 and populated by 

Italians. It had a bad reputation for gambling, racketeering and other related activity – the type of 

thing that drew Frank “Sin”atra and the Rat Pack. Newport has since cleaned up its act.

We crossed back into Cincinnati, where Neil Armstrong taught at its university after retiring from 

the Astronaut Corps.

Back on the ship I figured out the perfect lunch. Being in the shadow of both a football and baseball 

stadium, a hotdog was the only answer.

At 13:00 the Captain, using his steam horn, informed the citizens of Cincinnati, Newport and 

Covington that the American Queen was leaving.

At 13:30 I went to hear the fifth lecture by the riverlorian titled, The Confessions of a River Rat.

Travis has had an eclectic thirty years on the river.

At 15:30 the US Coast Guard made me take a refresher life vest drill. Amazingly, I passed.

We entered the largest lock to date at 18:40 and subsequently dropped 35 feet on our exit. Soon 

thereafter we passed an enormous power plant with four towering chimneys. The sun was going 

down so the lighting was the golden Kodak variety.

Dinner was a small sirloin steak, with a very tasty truffle sauce and asparagus.

The Juggernaut Jug Band from Louisville took the stage at 20:15 for a wildly entertaining show. 

They played the fool, but they were all superb musicians and had excellent singing voices. It was one

of those unique shows that comes by once in a blue moon.
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